CONSTANT    PASSION
the universal truths that derive from the Gospel, in terms
that mean anything in a world of intricate social organisa-
tion is so immense, that the whole thing appears remote
from life as it has to be lived/ not, perhaps, reflecting that
the Roman Empire's ' world of everyday life' was also radi-
cally different from the world of the Gospels, yet not, for
that reason, blind to their significance. War has always
been brutish and unprofitable, but not so brutish and so
unprofitable as now; therefore, the angry passions which
formerly brought it to pass, must have given place to a more
reasonable temper.
The pursuit of power has for many centuries been
recklessly undertaken, without counting the cost in life
or in treasure, nor deterred by the monotonously re-
peated demonstrations of its inevitable failure to bring
satisfaction; yet when it involves millions dying where
previously thousands died, an expenditure reckoned in
milliards instead of in millions, then, surely, it must be
abandoned. Machiavelli's cynical precept that, though
'everyone admits how praiseworthy it is in princes to keep
faith and live with integrity and not with craft, our experi-
ence has been that those princes who have done great things
have held good faith of little account,' may hitherto have
been borne out by experience, Mr. Eden argues, but has
now been invalidated by 'the greater interdependence of
the modern world, the constant contacts, the reduction and
indeed the virtual elimination, of the problems which dis-
tance once created.' In the same way, it might be argued
that whereas hitherto it was legitimately complained that
the wicked prospered, non-stop electric trains between
Brighton and London have rendered such a complaint obso-
lete; or that though it unquestionably used to be foolish
to lay up treasure on earth for rust to corrupt, the invention
of stainless steel has made it foolish no longer. In 1139 the
Lateran Council pronounced the cross-bow 'too murderous
a weapon for Christians to employ against one another*;
and doubtless there were Christians who, in the light of
this pronouncement, looked forward to a quiet life in the
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